
















BBC Two-Thousand Ten and Three 
 

Brass in Berks County – HCCA National Tour May 20 through May 23 – a Left Coast Car OWNER’s perspective! 

 

Wayne and I (Kim) Simoni have been attending Brass in Bucks/Berks since 

its inception 12 years ago. Every year, the preparations, the people, the 

tours, the beautiful cars, and the planned (and unplanned!) activities out-

do previous years.  This year was no exception…and even the weather 

(mostly) cooperated!  

 

We fly in from San Francisco every year, and have gratefully taken 

advantage of Clay & Rene Green’s hospitality (and the “Green Car Rental 

Agency”) and borrowed one of their cars in which to tour. In the past we 

have driven their 1912 EMF Touring and their 1912 Model T Torpedo 

Roadster. Our hope is that someday Clay and Rene will come to “the left 

coast” and tour in one of our cars! 

 

This year, the planets aligned and Wayne and I were fortunate enough to 

purchase a 1910 Packard Model 18 Gentleman’s Roadster located in 

Pennsylvania! So this 2013 BBC was our first chance to take possession 

and drive our OWN brass car at BBC! 

 

Upon our arrival at the hotel in Reading Sunday evening, we were greeted by a large crowd of BBC friends gathered around our car 

which was festooned with balloons. Cheers erupted as did smiles and hugs and laughter. Wayne and friends got the thing started 

(the process is very different than any of our other cars of course!) and we took it for a quick spin around the parking lot. Ran 

wonderfully after a big belch of smoke and a few other adjustments. Tomorrow would be its first touring day in over 5 years! Our 

fingers were crossed. All of a sudden, I could appreciate all the preparations the “Green Car Rental Agency” went through in 

previous years! 

 

Oh my! Monday’s tour is 117.8 miles! Gulp. And we’ve driven the car for all of ½ mile??! I was feeling anxious but Wayne was 

awake and ready to go at about 6:00AM full of anticipation of the day ahead. The day was a little cloudy but promised to clear and 

warm up and we rolled out about 8:15. Betty & Joe Swann put together Monday’s tour and it went like clockwork! Our route took 

us to a coffee stop at South Mountain – a gorgeous spot which was the site of several truly grand hotels in the 1800’s and early 

1900’s. Rick Reinhold Sr. spoke briefly about the history of the area and his work building and maintaining these amazing 

properties. Only remnants of this bygone era remain. There is NOTHING like this in California – just fascinating! 

 

Lunch (hamburgers & hotdogs and all the fixins) was at Indian Echo 

Caverns and included a cavern tour if desired. We parked under trees on 

a big grassy field and shared our visit with about 7 school buses full of 

grade school kids out for a field trip! Boy do they have boundless energy! 

 

Every BBC tour day includes an ice cream stop in the afternoon, and the 

day had warmed up quite nicely (yes, being from California I LOVE the 

warm weather!) so everyone was ready for the stop at Udder Choice for 

something cold. (No, I did not make that name up.) 

 

By the time Wayne and I pulled back into the hotel parking lot at about 

5:15, we were hot, tired and jubilant. The Packard, after not being driven 



for roughly five years, and only just having gas drained and replaced and oil changed, ran like a top! I think the car has a 

personality….and was trying to tell us, “THANK YOU for getting me out in the sunshine to ‘stretch my legs’!”. Wayne thinks I’m nuts. 

 

Tuesday – brilliant and hot by 7:30AM! 101.4 mile day today – no problem! We headed out for a day in Lancaster and Lebanon 

counties. And our first stop for coffee was at the Montessori Country Day School, where many of the children gleefully enjoyed 

rides in some of the antique cars. The grins on their faces were a sight to behold!  

 

Jeff & Tracy Lesher crafted the Tuesday tour and included some truly unique and fun activities! From the school, we headed to 

Root’s Market in Manheim. En route, Wayne noticed the windshield was tipping sideways a bit crazily?! Our first “problem” turned 

out to be nothing more than a lost nut which held the right windshield stanchion to the body. We carefully pushed it back onto the 

bolt and upon arriving at Root’s Market, ran into Norm Woolley – who has an entire nut/bolt inventory in his ’11 Stevens Duryea. 

Thank you Norm – we owe you one! 

 

To this left-coaster, there is NOTHING to compare to this market. Holy 

Cow! You can find any kind of food, meat, fowl, flowers, fruit and 

veggies, jewelry, baked goods – over 200 country market stands and 

175+ antique/flea market vendors!! I could have spent ALL DAY just 

wandering. We settled for about 90 minutes  

 

Departing Root’s we headed to Mt. Hope Estate & Winery. Not only 

do they produce about 20 different wines and berry wines, but they 

are also the home of the biggest Renaissance Faire on the east coast. 

In fact, the tasting room looks like a medieval castle! Now, being a 

left-coaster and from Sonoma County which is one of our nation’s 

premier wine regions, I can say I was dubious about east coast wines 

in general. However, the Chardonnay, Pinot Gris were good and their 

Gewurztraminer was excellent! 

 

The second (and only other!) Packard problem cropped up en route to the ice cream stop. It proved to be somewhat more 

problematic. Wayne noticed an ‘unusual noise’ – yes, apparently he can hear unusual noises after only driving a car for 1 ½ days – 

and we pulled over on Locust Street in a small town I don’t even know the name of! Pulling up the floor boards, he saw that a 

washer and a nut that held a spring and stabilizer bar to the frame, were missing. The spring was sitting in the belly pan! No sign of 

washer and nut. Hmmmmm. Can’t drive it like this. But wait – there is a Napa Auto Parts across the street! Oh darn, turns out they 

don’t carry a 9/16 fine thread nut or a 1 ½ in diameter washer with a 9/16 hole. But wait, a very nice young man comes zooming up 

on his motorcycle and asks how he can help. His name is Bobby Weaver and he’s a forklift mechanic on his way home from work. 

He lives ½ block away and has a garage full of nuts, bolts, washers, and a BIG love for old cars and anything mechanical. He returns 

with boxes of possibilities, but no luck with a nut. He does however have the right washer. Thanks Bobby – this 1910 Packard is 

running around now with one of your washers! Right about then Dick and Connie Knies pull up in their little Model T. Dick brings 

out HIS huge 25 lb. ‘bag o’bolts’ (what is it with guys and nuts and bolts?) and we paw through that to no avail. However (!) the 

local hardware store 2 blocks away DOES have exactly the 9/16 fine thread nut we need….so we are back on the road shortly 

thereafter! I think we all feel like MacGyver! And boy did that ice cream taste good a little while later at Kountry Korner Drive In! 

We made it back to the hotel with no further mishaps and a great sense of satisfaction! 

 

A big thanks to Bob & Nancy Ladd for Wednesday’s tour! Lots of logistics planning was obvious because we were split into two 

groups to accommodate some smaller venues. Total was 114 miles and our group’s (Group 2) first stop was at mile 48 to view the 

car and train collection of John Griggs. He has a lovely place about 2 miles from Hershey and his shop/garage and cars are all 

immaculate. His preference runs to the 30’s and 40’s cars and he has some beauties. Plus, his wife’s green thumb shows in her 

amazing garden! 



 

From there, we headed to Gretna Glen Camp for a delicious BBQ buffet lunch in the pavilion by a huge lake. Everyone parked on 

the expansive green lawn. The sun was out and we all relaxed (and ate too much – something we did way too much of on this 

tour!) before heading to our first afternoon stop at Cornwall Manor & Iron Furnace. Now this was a very cool tour! Built back in 

1742, it is the only surviving intact charcoal cold blast furnace in the Western Hemisphere. Our docent made the environment 

“come alive” by relating what it felt like to work there, 12 hour days, 7 days a week…for 5 cents/day. And the temperature in the 

work area was roughly 155 degrees. UGH; truly amazing – I can’t begin to imagine the lives of the furnace workers. 

 

Onwards to Union Canal Tunnel Park! This is the oldest existing 

transportation tunnel in the US and connects the Schuylkill River with the 

Susquehanna River, providing a water passage from Philadelphia to 

Harrisburg. It is about 730’ long and was dug using a hand star drill which 

means they’d only make progress at a rate of about 5 lineal yards/week! 

UGH; I can’t begin to imagine the lives of the tunnelers! 

 

Ice cream (boy, does it seem decadent after what we saw this afternoon) 

at Way-Har Farms was delicious! Many different handmade ice creams 

and baked goods and other goodies. Did I say we were eating too much? 

 

 

Wednesday night was Cruise Night at Viva Bistro & Tapas Lounge! A great 

turn out – all the cars lined up and many, many folks out to admire, ask questions and just enjoy the evening. I think Cruise Night is 

one of the very best BBC activities!  

 

Thursday morning dawned gray and wet with promises of being even wetter. Although not raining at the moment of decision, 

weather reports said 70% chance by mid afternoon. Many folks, us included, decided to drive today’s tour MODERN . About 20 

hearty souls braved the elements and drove their brass cars. Ed & Ann Hillbush’s tour route included a lovely stop  at High Point 

Camp (a 200 acre campus which serves as a Christian camp and retreat) for coffee. A  sprawling lodge on the edge of a lake with a 

wrap-around covered deck was our spot..and protected us from the first (but not last) downpour of the day. From there we headed 

to the Ephrata Cloister, a Protestant German community from 1732 – 1746 where 80 celibate men and women led lives of strict 

discipline in anticipation of a better world. I can’t begin to imagine the lives of these cloistered men & women; beyond 

comprehension for me in today’s world. 

 

Thursday’s tour was only 66 miles; short enough to ensure everyone 

was back at the hotel to prep for the final banquet. We enjoyed 

visiting with everyone; satisfied with the week’s events and fun; 

wishing we could continue doing this for days to come. Happy with 

the Packard (beyond happy – ecstatic?!) and anticipating its arrival 

in California in a few weeks time. 

 

What will we drive for BBC next year? Green Rental Car Agency? 

Will we ship one of our cars to the right coast? We think right coast 

touring is the bee’s knees. We’ll be back in 2014. What we drive is 

TBD, but suffice to say, BBC is the BEST TOUR ever! 



 


